DCPI CONSIDERATIONS

· The DCPI link must be revised or eliminated by the time GOES N becomes operational – the current signal cannot be continued.

· At this time the USERS are able to specify the tasks and method of performance for the DCPI link.

a. Identify tasks to be allowed or prohibited

b. Define who has access

c. Security and authentication issues

d. Define group addresses

e. Allow a low usage factor (= low average power drain) except, for example, if a message is scheduled in the next hour 

f. Identify protocols, transmit/receive

· Potential Tasks to be Considered:

a. Control power level

b. Turn off a faulty transmitter

c. Change allocated channel, report time, content, format, etc.

d. Run remote diagnostics

e. Resolve possible “leap second” problem

f. Provide a backup frequency and timing signal or alternate to GPS

g. Change DCP programming

· Potential Benefits:

a. Reduce site visits (if no other remote access available) 

b. Eliminate recurring access charges (compared to other remote access methods)

c. Allow flexible reporting structures (e.g. rapid reports in region A matched by a slow down in region B)

d. Allow ALL DCPs to reduce transmit power for GOES R and following satellites

· Potential Costs:

a. Price

b. Power consumption (at least until transmit power can be reduced)

